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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


+ hm Democratic Pluralism Will Not Be 
T 
24000056 Brauslava PRAWDA in Slowak 25 Jan 88 p 3 


[Interview with Law Professor Stanislav Zdobinsky of 

Charles University by unnamed correspondent. date and 

place not given: “Socialism, Democracy, and the Citi- 
"| 


[Text] “The development of socialist democracy in all of 
its aspects and manifestations 1s a process with a con- 
scious purpose. It stems from the very foundations of the 
nationwide development of social processes in the social- 
1st Community and our capenences also confirm this.” 
Those were the words of Prof JUDr Stanislav Zdo- 
binsky, head of the Department of State Law of the Law 
School of Charles University with whom we discussed 


several problems of strengthening socialist democracy 


{Question} What does strengthening socialist democracy 
im today's stage of our national developmer’ er" 


[Answer] The development of democracy 1s based on the 
success of the strategy of accelerating socioeconomic 
development and restructuring. The restructuring iscif 
1s possible only by means of democracy and thanks to 
democracy 


In state theory we speak of democracy as a form of state. 
On this level then. the development of democracy must 
involve, above all, perfecting “government by the peo- 
ple.” We see the problem of the development of democ- 
racy mm increased participation of people in the manage- 
ment and administration of public affairs This cannot 
occur without strengthening the political mghts of cit- 
zens, such as voting mghts and improving the whole 
electoral system. 


[Question| What 1s the role of the communist party mn 
this process” 


[Answer] It 1s the managing entity in the develonment 
and perfecting of socialrst democracy. It 1s the guiding 
politcal force of socsalist socrety and the state. As the 
political, sdeologycal. perceptive and managing center of 
all soceety. the party determines the directions and goals 
for the development of socialist democracy. the means to 
improve i. take ...casures to Carry oul its plans and is 
the guare-.or of their execution. It cannot relinquish any 
of these positions 


[Question] And what if « surrenders them” 


[Answer] Unfortunatcly. we were witnesses to that dur- 
mg the criss pernod of 1968-1969. Instead of an 
improvement in socialist democracy destruction ensued 
mm which bas socialet values dusappeared We can 
never forget that democracy 1s 1m a class-historc catego- 
ty Therefore, again and again we must emphasize that 
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about perfecting democracy within the framework of the 
socialist political system, the heart of which os the CPCZ. 


[Question] So what 1s essential for socialist democracy to 
function” 


[Answer] For socialist democracy to function i 1 essen- 
tia! that imtraparty democracy functions properly. We 
might say that whatever kind of democracy 1s within the 

. that kind will prevail in the whole state and 

















conducted last year on the election of people's deputies 
to local soveets. And to prove that this is a lively issuc. 
there are the many letters from readers of RUDE 
PRAVO that were published last year. 


HE 


and that there 1s unlimited scope to 

as long as it serves the interests of socialism and the 
people In no case can improvement of socialist democ- 
racy be construed as approximating its substance to that 
of bourgeors pluralistic democracy as many sdeologists in 
the West would hike. 


strategy of acceleration and restructuring, so that i can 


[Question] What problems do you perceive from this 
vicwpornt as the most imporiant in researching theoretical 
questions of the development of socralist democracy” 


problems of judicial review of verdicts 
3491/08 309 


[Text] Gorbachev's policies constantly remind people in 
the CSSR afresh of the reforms of the “Prague Spring.” 
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are now trying to present themselves as the most appro- 
priate representatives of the new thinking and reform. 
Simultaneously they talk as though the decisive question 
for the country’s situation today 1s who said what 2 
decades ago. rather than what they themselves have done 
in the years sence the Soviet intervention, for which they. 
of course. bear full responsibility 
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Spring. we can describe the first three as 2 permed m 
whech party icaders hesstated uscicwly. faried to take 
necessary Sicps in tome. and also permitied themselves to 
tose the wntiatiewe The “Action Program.” whech contains 
the principles of the reforms. was not published until § 
April alihough the text was ready at the end of February 
Even though « was clear that the “Action Program’ 
mmtroduced a major shift in CPCZ policy. party leaders 
Ged not agree to the Gemand by a number of 


hardly have reacted so quickly Local and parliamentary 
elections were planned even before the fall of Novotny. 
the former for May and the latter for June. The elections 
were postponed. whereas they could have been used to 
provide a rapid turnover of all clected officials... If the 


would have lost their positions in the ( entral C ommmitice 
and im the party Pressdiem..~ 


12593 

Alcoholism Still U achecked 

2400006.2a Prague RUDE PRAVOU im Cook 
I Feb aapea 


[Artcte by Jana Casnochova “Life Without Alcohol”) 
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percent of all expendntures on food High 
consumption 1s evident in the arge number of 
documented alcoholics. Thi numbe: contenucs to 
In 1980. there were about 76.0 1) alcoholics mn 
Slovakia. in 1986 there were more than | 20.000 
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Research on so-~<alled problem drinking (defined as more 
than norma) drinking. but not yet alcoholism) has shown 
that almost 3) percent of the population can be classified 
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2600017? Warsaw POL'ITYKA in Polish 30 Jan 88 p i! 


[Article by Bonn correspondent Adam Krzeminsh: “We 
Must Get Gog”) 


[Text] Spring arrived in carly December At any rate. thes 
1s the idea one may get by looking at the trees warmed by 
the sun in Bonn and at the TV screen. Since the tome we 


hands after signing the historic treaty, journalists and 
officials have been talking about a new spring. 2 turn- 
around and new hopes for the future 

Nonetheless. in this era of television, emotions change 
quickly. and the memory of the summit meeting fades. 
the same as that of an astounding statement by ( hance!- 
lor Koh! carned by the two mayor TV channels ummed- 
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the peculiar + ss0n of thes endeavor by German reponers 


the the fact that they stood m the way once has wnflucnced 
Right before his flaght to Warsaw, Genscher refersed to 
the treaty of 1970 by saying that “nu has once and for all 
broken the vicious circle of lawlessness and violence” he 
mentioned the need for economu cooperation and also 


that does not Now these matters are no longer an obstacle However 
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Warsaw PZPR Reviews Referendum Efforts, 


Interpretations 
26000130; Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDL om Polish 
4Dec 8? p? 


[Artcte by (om): “Questions About Reform”) 


[Text] Has the party not achueved the goal « set for itself 
mm the campaign for the natronal referendum” Or was ita 
victory mm whech two-thirds of Poles came to vote and 
speak thei minds on ways to stimulate the economy and 
speed up the democratization of hfe as called for mm the 
resotutior. of the 10th Congress’? Showld we regard the 
results of the referendum merely as a public consultation 
or should they rather be made an imtegral part of any 
final decrssons about the second stage of reform” Was the 


Warsaw PZPR organization has already begun to assess 
the results of the pre-referendum campaign 
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exchange of apartments, increase in the threshold of the 
equalization tax to 3 times the average mean wage in 
1987 and its less progressive schedule deserve to be 
Stressed as positives. However, abandonment by the 
governmen: of the so-called regulated prices is striking, 
because they gave the government a handle oa the 
happy-go-lucky price setting for many basic stapies. 


A speech in the Sejm. by Wladyslaw Baka, chairman of 
the NBP [National Bank of Pcland] was even more 
serrowful. He showed the absolute ineffectiveness of 
bank supervision over industry and the ecosomy in the 
environment of weak currency. He stated that only 20 
percent of Polish enterprises enjoy permanent creditwor- 
thiness. This makes a layman wonder: by what muracie 
does our state have any budget at all? Why is the deficit 
a mere half a trillion zlotys? Where are the subsidies 
comin, from, if there are no funds to draw on? 


Chairman “taka also observed, without commenting on 
it, that “for several years, profits have increased the 
fastest in the non-socialized sector. They are expected to 
increase by 90 percent (sic!) in 1988" and that 40 percent 
of the increment in labor force will find employment in 
this sector. No wonder people will be fleecing ther-, 
because profits of the socialized sector are to grow by 
only 42.5 percent, or at less than one-half the above rate. 


Criticism 


A repartee to government documents came from deputy 
Stanislawa Paca, who spoke on behalf of the trade union 
movement. She stated that the lack of data on budget 
imlementation in 1987 makes < real discussion of the 
CPR [Central Annual Plan] and the second stage of 
reform difficult. Imposition of excessive raises of food 
prices, which is unacceptable, is a shoricoming of the 
price and wage policy. 


After all, this approach to the reform forces and presup- 
poses from the beginning compensation for the growing 
cost of living and fuels the inflationary cycle. In its turn, 
compensation brings about further skewing of the struc- 
ture of income from employment and exacerbates inad- 
equacies in the pay scales while offering very little 
protection. The deputy provided new numbers. She 
stated that next year retail prices are expected to grow by 
33.5 percent, and including raises carried forward—44 5 
percent, which makes the expected wage increase of 26.7 
percent inadequate. The basket of goods and services 
proposed by the government to the trade unions omits 
many important items anyhow. Besides, calculations of 
the cost of living and especially compensation cannot be 
based on the survey of household budgets in the 2nd 
quarter of 1987, because many prices increased consid- 
erably in the 3rd and 4th quarters. 


Other deputies also voiced many reservations about the 
documents submitted by the government. Cor. erning 
the draft budget law. deputy Zbigniew Baranski 
observed that the government envisages a 4.6-percent 
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increase In invesiment next year compared to the previ- 
ous year. Why was the Sejm not furnished a detailed 
investment plan so the deputies could verify where this 
money was going to go? Whach invesiment projects wi! 
bring equilibnum in the market and be recouped rapid- 
ly? The ones that are material-intensive and take a long 
time to reach full capacity should be postroned. 


Deputy Ryszard Czyz voiced concern with the financial 
situation of many state enterprises whose assets are 65 to 
85 percent amortized, while only 20 perceat of them are 
considered permanently creditworthy by the NBP. The 
socialized sector needs to be cured first, because it is 
hard to believe in the miraculous role of the private 
sector. 

Concern and the feeling that the needs of the prefes- 
sional communities have not been met in plans for the 


next year, i.e. the second stage of the reform, was evident 
in the statements by many deputies coming from vanous 


Concern 


sous your cctenieeed 02 da ihe on 25 Weeeter ef ton 











Both the concept of the second stage of the reform and 
the plenary discussion at the PZPR CC and the Seym 
have shown that our foremost economists are unable to 


know to proceed slong more difficult avenues, 
calling for the strictest consistency in the treatment of 


[Question] Always” Since when” 


Answer] Since the Middle Ages. The Magdeburg Law 
formed the basis for the founding of cities on Poland and 


tiso for the growth of self-government It 1s charactenstic 
that the downfall of this law was one senous cause of the 
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in Ecolegy, Secial Aid Discussed 


1320; Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU om Polish 
87 p2 


5-6 Dec 
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When one looks at the church probiems in other 


trees, he said, Poland is an oasis of peace. 
260001300 Warsaw ZYCIE WARSZAWY in Polish 


Oleztya PZPR Chief, Bichep Confer 
20 Now 87 p 2 
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Defense Committee Veeetings Reported 
[Unattnibuted article: “Defense Committee Meetings”) 
[Article by (by) “The Way to an Expansion of Civil 
Rights”) 


26000130a Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU im Polish 


28-29 Now 87 p $ 


Journalists View Human, prt. apy 


260001 30c Warsaw TRYBUNA L 
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[Question] Just how has 1 failed to meet 
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[Question] What you ha+e sasd so fa: makes 1 sound like 
you wish you co: . “ald up the organization on the 


[Answer] We are not trying to gain: support through the 


graduates. For example, we want to use the income that 
we ourselves have produced to promote the best diploma 
work done by students at technical schools. This year, for 
example, the Sylwester Kaliski award was given to 

student of Gdansk Polytechnical Institute 
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POLITICAL 


active in the school relig ous ministry. Others meanwhile 
pass indifferently in the corndors and do not even try to 
talk with one another about their ideas enough to find a 
common goal. 


[Question] The ZSP has already tned with little success 
40 Organize discussions. 


[Answer] We tried to do this before the 10th Congress 
and few peopic showed any interest. In order to start a 
discussion, it is necessary to have one’s own clear posi- 
tion on the issues most important to the community and 
country. | hope that we will have such a position aficr the 
congress and that our organization will call out for a 


[Question] Most students now see the ZSP as a social 
Organization and deny that it represents the entire aca- 


enterprises where young intellectuals will work, in bring- 


ing about changes in all forms of education and didactics 
and in promoting quality work over socrity. The 
ZSP wants to find its place in our country and that 
role. We want to achieve that on our own and not by 
going along with what others think up. 

12261 

University Student Association Membership, 
Affiliates Reviewed 

26000127a Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 

10 Dec 87 p 2 


[Article by (L.P.): “Almost Everything About the ZSP™] 











“Alma-Press”™, i.c., the Student Publications Office, pub- 
lishes booklets addressed to young intellectuals and 
students. It specializes in social and political material, 


production, business and service activities and make it 
possible for students to earn money. It has already been 
operating for nearly three years. It specializes mainly in 
repair and construction services. Regardless of age and 
level of education, students, graduates and specialists 
can work for “Student-Service” which presently employs 
about 30,000 persons. 

Almatur, the ZSP Travel and Tourism Bureau has 
existed for 31 years and offers its services to all students. 
ht is a member of various international youth and 
student tounsi organizations. About 100,000 sudents 
take part cach year in evwcnts sponsored by Almatur. In 
1987, Almatyt sponsored inps to socialist countnes for 
about 37.0% students and trips to capitalist countnes 
for anothes 6000. Most of its activities involve qualified 
tournssm such as study-related tnps. 

“Alms-Art™, the ZSP Academic Bureau for Culture and 
fe et eee 
of "se well-known “Fama” Academic Youth An i 
which was recently held in Katowice. It is presently 
preparing for the Student Song Festival in Krakow and 
the “Film Outside of the Cinema™ festival in Wroclaw 


years. set @ program fo: the upcoming term and eleci new 
officials. 
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Bioc Hoids Work 
260001 30d Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
§ Dec 87 p 2 


[Article by (Krys): “Work Brigade Systems”] 


More than | 30 participants from Bulgana, Czechosiova- 
kia, the Soviet Union and Poland will spend three days 


[Text] What do the Polish workers think about the 
private sector. changes in ownership arrangements .n the 
state sector and the infusion of foreign capital to our 
10n yrelds results far removed from the common stereo- 
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machine and to the victorious battle for mankind's 
liberation from the threat of Nazi enslavcment and won 
the whole world’s well-merited recognition. 


In the postwar years the Soviet people suce-eded in 
making new and important progress in socioeconomic 
development and in bringing their country up to quali- 
tatively higher levels of progress and civilizaticn. Now 
the Soviet Union figures as a strong socialist state with a 
modern, developed economy, a first-rate technical and 
scientific potential, and notable achievements in all 
activities. Compared with 1917, the national income has 
increased by 143 times, the industrial output by 318 
times, and the agricultural output by 5.3 times. At the 
end of this year the Soviet Union's national wealth will 
amount to 4 trillion rubles, or 50 times greater than in 
1913. The Soviet Union now produces one-fifth of the 
whole world’s industrial output compared with less than 
3 percent in 1917. Se cadena way of life has changed 
radically and their living standard is higher. Compared 
with the period before the revolution, the workers’ real 
incomes per person have increased by | 2 times and those 
of peasants by 10 times. In the years of socialism, a total 
4 billion square meters of housing have been built and 
public medical care has been greatly improved. A real 
qualitative leap has been achieved in science, culture and 
education. Over 108 million persons are in some form of 
education today. Compared with about | 2,000 scientific 
researchers in Russia before the revolution, 1.5 million 
persons are now working in that sector in the Soviet 
Union. The Soviet Union's noteworthy achievements in 
a number of important fields of advanced science and 
technology, such as the peaceful conquest of outer space, 
for example, enjoy widespread international recognition. 


By virtue of its outstanding successes in all economic and 
social fields and in building the new order, its vast 
economic and technical-scientific potential, and its pol- 
icy of peace and international collaboration, the Soviet 
Union plays a vital part in current internatio“al affairs. 
The successes of the Soviet Union ~ nd the other socialist 
countries in socialist constructic., and socioeconomic 
development are major contributions to consolidation of 
the forces of socialism, progress and peace and to dem- 
onstration of the viability and superiority of the new 
social order. 


An extensive process of reorganizing the entire economy 
and society began in the Soviet Union after the Plenum 
of the CPSU Central. Committee in April 1985 and 
especially after the 27th Party Congress. Because tenden- 
cies to stagnate and phenomena foreign to socialism 
appeared and unsolved problems accumulated in Soviet 
society in the late 1970's and early 1980's for some 
objective and subjective reasons, the CPSU started a 
series of measures to eliminate the unfavorable situa- 
tions and to accelerate socioeconomic progress by 
restructuring the economic mechanism, developing 
socialist democracy, and making a better life for the 
workers. 


12th Five-Year Plan (1986-1990) marks a critical 
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